
 

Volunteer Story: David Menzie 
 

Hi, I'm David!  I'm a volunteer from the United States and have been with Where Rainbows 
Meet for five months.  I graduated from American University in Washington DC in 2011 where I 
studied statistics and economics and played for the Men’s Varsity Soccer Team. After graduating, I 
began work in an economic consulting firm for Charles River Associates in Washington DC, where I 
use software to analyse economic data on behalf of large banks who face legal or regulatory action. 

I was in the process of applying for my Masters of Business Administration (MBA) programs in 
the United States, so I was seeking a representative experience abroad beforehand. I was especially 
drawn to the freedom, flexibility, variety, and leadership opportunities that Where Rainbows Meet 
offered.  Additionally, I have been privileged throughout my life in terms of family support, 
upbringing, education, and career opportunities. Because of this, I feel a sense of moral and social 
responsibility to give back to those who haven’t been as fortunate.  During the five months I was 
here, I planned and hosted a “Business Breakfast” networking event, organized multiple fundraising 
campaigns, taught business, life-skills, computer, and English classes, overhauled the website, ran 
a garden beautification initiative, and even had the chance to appear on live TV and collaborate 
with the GFC dance team to perform a Nas song to over 500 people - twice! They certainly put me 
to work here!! 

Some of the highlights I experienced were Youth Day 2016, my favorite weekend involved the 
bonding/laughing/shenanigans of the Garden Route trip. My favorite evening was watching the sun 
set on Signal Hill, and my favorite place was the entire Skeleton’s Gorge trail up Table Mountain. 

From my experience volunteering I’ve increased my confidence as a leader and teacher, and 
have improved my ability to collaborate across cultures and languages. I’ve also had the 
opportunity to reconnect with my creative side, while increasing my improvisational skills, 
adventurousness, and risk-appetite. With a little pro-activeness, a willingness to try new things, 
and good communication skills in English, you will have numerous opportunities to share your 
abilities, knowledge, and compassion with the people of South Africa. Even if your stay is only a 
few weeks, you will leave this project truly feeling like you made a positive impact on the 
organization and community.  I will leave this project more focused, more purposeful, and more 
likely to incorporate volunteerism and community development into my personal life and 
professional career. 

 


